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Workers' Compensation System Is Under Siege
By .loy Podugal
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L,\t10R !-t6tIT:i tlAcK
On ]]ntNlo! Ap'il :li, lhc ritri! Inlror

nn^r'mnt $ll drn" r,' dx. d"ftn*r ofthr
ro*',8 d'ntrr{diotr r'r*ft.m. jih'ri.i.ns

etul o cr mcn$cr' of Uni'n$ for th{ ll.!.
fornirg nrs rill k arrrcng hrndnrls ot

i\c$ York Cir] lnrlc mioninr ,lht.ilitrr.

ing l. fltu !t rhnrir stot's llfou*lturl !'
fi$ loroueh. (rn't tltr.rrri'rg rurh

h'l: . . -.
t.ck on thc worke6' omt 6ys!.m rnd

urge people to c'I Cd. lltt.ki to Lct him

lno* tney oppo* S2665/AA5I'-
UPA will over obway stop in drc the

atre dislrict. lf you oD belP. cortld L+

el 802's Publi. Rclaiioff llcp&tmcnt ot

%54802, cxl. l?6.
Thr: Now York City Cen[al l,otJor

Cotrnc;l ;s Ro*ing hard t.' nobil;a !t

tlxi gms, .do$ for tbe cit/'vid. lcrtl ltin&

It ll be tJris ymr'a ob*rv.rnce ol Wr t'

m illenorirl lhy - an rnrual commrtr
n ion;f tho* kiled or injured on d'ojol'

- and vil 6end el€cted ofiici.ls the rcs
$gc that they Enoft mrker' heolth ond

*f*y agcn& ot tlEir m peril.
ft i. oiti€l to pF€nt CN. Patuki und

th. Republi.an.dofr;nated Legi6hturc

fro r gttdng w .B .omPens'tion - or

.v.n 'slllilting tho diffcr.h@" by .t{c!

ing only halt a hiliotr dolds in drl! ltDt

va de n@d to impmw the 3y.ten-
Among the prol,lcft ore t'rc loq bd$

fir lcvcl6 rnd drc f!c! dul rolurivi:ly fcw

wDrk-rel'ted dbe,se chin$ src tl'mpcnst'.
ed - while tha nunber ol rorkoro suff*
;ng from ocapltionol diss is rcadling
epidemic pbtnrliohr, The s)€rem i6 not

oFputeri'cd (khidr i6 why ,o tuny 3t,-

tistid cit il in this sticle drt€ ba& to lhc
late l980si cur.ent information k not
auiluble.) Thii c.wu delaF md errore !d

A future article sil dis.uss conditions

ftd musiciaru hov' becn re.tiving be.c

fitr for - or suld pol.nthlly ln conTen.

etcd loi Plcrse cont{d,4tt"gn, ul (212)

24Hn02. €xr 179. lo l€t us know what

you. nxpc.ixn.6 with vo.keE contem*

di*.bility prynent, lnd it will shortcn the

p€nod in whjcb you rMirc lEnefi! - y.r

the Susin.6s Council chid! dEy're not

ottiry bone'fit3 will this progmm."
AmdDg otl,$ G1;ctlons, only potltl

who hNr u $hol,, tx y nrt'lnnnrr of 15

ncftcnt o. ,nom would cv.n bc cligihlc
for p.)mcnt tor pe.maD.rt pa.t;ol .lis5hil-

iti€s. and th€se b"ncfits would bc limitcd

to 110 weeki - lc66 dDn K yrnr6!
Thc Bllsincs Council claini thd co,b

snd bcicft lea(ls an: cxccssivcly high in

Ns York Sim., ond plt cmplole* sl a

competitivc djsaivsntogc. Thit iE simply

Ns York stolc mnked ncxt to ldsl irl
the @st of sotkeE @mpenssdon m.diorl

[enelits prohmcd by omployer: Nee

York nlr 42trd ol 43 stdt$ .urrcycd in
198&89. drl il tnr 30lh ot:ll drc fo os

i'rgycoi
NB Ytrl cn'ploycE p{id $8.1 minion

per l00,tXJ0 wolkel! lo pu(huse mdliod
benefit! betveen 198&89, Mmpdred to

$[ mjni6 in Ntr Jd*y, $l7 nilion in

Connecticul.nd $34.6 milion in OEgDn,
Boncfir levcls c eqqauy low, N6w

York ranked 44rh our of $ 6tds lonly
Ccolgi' vor lowcr) io tcrns of th€ mdx;

mun wcckly bcnof i t  poid to dtulblcd
*orkuN !F ! pccntugo of lhc slu1.'3 0v.
erdsc elukly wttgc. ln Nd Yo*, rhe 

'ne&imu'n ruckly lcnrfit is j{sl 64 percent oI

i.ho uvcrlgc weekly $!gei nrtionside,

'nlximum 
weekly h€nclib are 95 pedhr

of rvedge veekly Mg$.

lorring or fa;ling to ftport a.cident!- On.

in sren cnploye r mi*la*ifier *o crs
Fruu'l is pDcliccd by n$urcE who tsy8'

tcmutiolly drny ccrhin tlllcs of clai'trs.

cut olf knciilr qilhout !d'xtu!tt' na$ns,
or ss. litigoli,,n lo .v'iJ or d,,i!y tryi'rg

M.ant imc, th.  Nal ional  Cotrn. i l  o l

CompcnsNlion h6urcF eE!in1et6s thal

eork r frrud aDount6 lo no orc than ?
prmcnt olall fmud 1:|66.

The Spano/l lo,hb*g bilJ rould npcal
Dole s Dow. !n inlPortant precedent thm

ollows {r t[ird pa'ry to sue ! wrong.doing
rimtloy$ for its pnruo.tiordl| shurc ot
donNgca whrn the cntll'ryr:f is l'tirliolly to

blA . fo , qorkcrt injury. illncss d'

de!!h. Vitlblr Dolc v. DoB. thcre h no

econo'nic ircontivc tor !n en'ployer td
prctoc! l{orkon' hcrllh lnd sutcly.

I}lc Spmo/lloc}hry bill would rxpand
the w of mnagcd @rc @oboled by €n-
plqcn and insuroa.

ln icsrimont on thc bill, tllA Choh
VilliaE Hsndrcr chsrg.rl tl'tt "turnrng
our rc.1e6' onPenMlion sJstem de! to
Illlo6 would be s rtdp ba.k ro tho dry6 of

@mpany doctors. vheD ned;cd @re P53

doled out when thr [6s thoughr yotr

needcd h, ond you were vell cnough to re

lurn to vork vhen the @mpany do..ro.

sdid s. TIis is not .cfo.m - it's dic dF

otarclion ol thc workc6' compcnt'tioo

Incrcoiingly. rn* le worh condirions
arc the nsincaD*of ftidgsork B coD


